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About 

 
 Mallory, in short, is a one act opera that follows a young couple, Brennan 
and Mallory, and their close friend, Loralei, as they navigate an unexpected cancer 
diagnosis. This work is unique amongst other similar works in that it follows more 
closely what it means to be the loved one of someone with cancer rather than the 
person facing the illness themselves. Ultimately, Mallory explores the way trauma 
and illness shapes relationships and how flawed we can become when placed under 
immense pressure. This story is an incredibly personal one as well. In 2016, my 
partner at the time was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, a type of blood 
cancer that targets the body’s lymphatic system. Her time in the hospital and the 
subsequent six months of treatment have become a deeply defined chapter in both 
of our lives. In many ways, Mallory is my attempt at processing this catastrophic 
event and hopefully will allow others with a similar experience to do the same.   

 
 



Synopsis 
Scene 1 – A Hospital Waiting Room 

The lights come up on a young couple, Brennan and Mallory, sitting in an 
otherwise empty room. Brennan’s face is shocked, frozen in disbelief. His partner, 
Mallory, sits next to him, doing her best to console him. They have just been told 
that Brennan may have cancer and are left to try to make sense of this news. 
Brennan begins to break down as the reality of the situation sets in while Mallory 
tries helplessly to comfort him. 

 
Scene 2 – The Same Waiting Room 
 Mallory sits alone in a chair, reading everything she can find about 
Brennan’s cancer while he is undergoing surgery. Her close friend, Loralei, enters 
the room while Mallory is reading and offers to keep her company. Mallory catches 
Loralei up on Brennan’s diagnoses. During their discussion, Loralei asks Mallory a 
series of uncomfortable questions that deeply upset her. Loralei prepares to leave 
but Mallory, more afraid of being alone than she is hurt, begs Loralei to stay.  
 
Scene 3 – A Hospital Room 
 Brennan lies sleeping in a hospital bed. Mallory and Loralei sit near him, 
waiting for him to wake up. Mallory absentmindedly hums a melody to ease 
Brennan’s sleep. When he wakes, Mallory begins to check on him in earnest. Tired 
and overwhelmed, Brennan tries to slow her down to no avail. In her zealousness, 
Mallory upsets Brennan, provoking a frustrated outburst. Loralei immediately 
jumps to Mallory’s defense while Mallory apologizes for the misstep.  
 
Scene 4 – The Waiting Room from Before 
 Mallory and Loralei sit together in the waiting room from earlier. Mallory 
is still crying from her previous interaction with Brennan. She tearfully vents her 
frustrations while Loralei listens and eagerly validates her perspective. Mallory, 
again afraid of being alone with her thoughts, asks Loralei to stay the night in the 
hospital. The mood shifts as Loralei takes advantage of Mallory’s vulnerable state 
and kisses her. 
 
Scene 5 – The Hospital Room 
 The next day, Mallory and Loralei visit Brennan in his room. Mallory sits by 
herself in the corner of the room, wracked with guilt as Loralei positions herself 
between Brennan and Mallory. Brennan, confused by this gesture, asks Mallory 
what’s wrong. Loralei interjects before Mallory can answer and starts to berate 
Brennan for his behavior earlier. The two of them start arguing about Mallory until 
it escalates into a screaming match. Mallory finally interjects to stops the fight and 
lashes out at Loralei because of her guilt. Loralei tries to de-escalate the situation 
but missteps, sending Mallory into a panic and she doubles down, demanding that 
Loralei leave. Mallory sits off to the side and the lights dim. 
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Scene 1 - A Hospital Waiting Room 

The lights come up on a young couple, Brennan and Mallory, sitting in an 
otherwise empty room. Brennan’s face is shocked, frozen in disbelief. His 
partner, Mallory, sits next to him, doing her best to console him. They have 
just been told that Brennan may have cancer and are left to try to make 
sense of this news.
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SCENE 2 - The Same Waiting Room

Mallory sits alone in a chair, reading everything she can find about 
Brennan’s cancer while he is undergoing surgery. 

(a short while later)
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Scene 3 - A Hospital Room

Brennan lies sleeping in a hospital bed. Mallory and Loralei sit near him, 
waiting for him to wake up. Mallory absentmindedly hums a melody to 
ease Brennan’s sleep. 

(around three hours later)
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Interlude 3 - Mallory in Tears
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Scene 4 - The Waiting Room from Before
(later that night)

Mallory and Loralei sit together in the waiting room from earlier. Mallory is 
still crying from her previous interaction with Brennan.
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INTERLUDE 4 - A Night of Regret
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SCENE 5 - The Hospital Room
(the next day)

The next day, Mallory and Loralei visit Brennan in his room. Mallory sits by herself 
in the corner of the room, wracked with guilt as Loralei positions herself between 
Brennan and Mallory. 
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˙̇̇ ...œœœ

8
7

P

q = 46 ∑
∑
∑

...˙˙˙

...˙̇˙

4
3 q = 40 accel. ∑

∑
∑

...˙̇̇

...˙̇̇

∑
∑
∑

jœ ˙˙˙ ...œœœ
Œ œ œ œ œ .œ ..œœ ..œœ ..œœ
˙̇̇ ...œœœ

8
7

f

q = 46

56
Mallory



&
&
?

&

?

# #
# #
# #
# #

# #

43

43

43

43

43

87

87

87

87

87

43

43

43

43

43

87

87

87

87

87

43

43

43

43

43

L

M

B

√

109 ∑
∑
∑

109 œœœ ˙˙˙

...˙̇˙

4
3

∑
∑
∑

œœœ ˙̇̇

...˙̇̇

∑
∑
∑

œœœ œœœ ...œœœ
Œ œ œ œ œ .œ ..œœ ..œœ ..œœ

˙̇̇ ...œœœ

8
7

P

∑
∑
∑

œœœ ˙

...˙̇˙

4
3

∑
∑
∑

œ ˙

...˙̇̇

∑
∑
∑

œ jœ œ .œ
Œ œ œ œ œ .œ ..œœ ..œœ ..œœ
˙̇̇ ...œœœ

8
7

π

&
&
?

&

?

# #
# #
# #
# #

# #

43

43

43

43

43

87

87

87

87

87

163

163

163

163

163

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

L

M

B

(√)

115 ∑
∑
∑

115 ..˙̇

∑

4
3

∑
∑
∑

.

.˙̇

∑

∑
∑
∑

˙
˙

.

.
œ
œ

Œ œ œ œ œ .œ ..œœ ..œœ ..œœ

8
7

∑
∑
∑

.

.J
œ
œ

..œœ ..œœ

3
16 ∑

∑
∑

œœ ˙˙˙

Œ ˙̇˙

4
3
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# #
# #
# #
# #

# #

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

L

M

B

(√)

120 ∑
∑
∑

120 œœ
...˙̇̇

Œ ...˙̇̇ &

4
4

∑
∑
∑

jœ w
w

Ó Œ œ
∏

∑
∑
∑

∑

.˙

4
3

∑
∑
∑

∑

.˙

∑
∑
∑

∑

˙ œ œ œ œ

4
4

∑
∑
∑

∑

.œ .œ .œ .œ

4
3

∑
∑
∑

∑

˙ Œ
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