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Characters
Mallory.....ooveiniiiiiiii Mezzo-Soprano
Brennan. ..o v Baritone
Loralei....ccovvevniiiiiiiii e i Soprano

About

Mallory, in short,is a.one act opera that follows a young couple, Brennan
and Mallory, and their close friend, Loralei, as they navigate an unexpected cancer
diagnosis. This work.is unique amongst other similar works in that it follows more
closely what it means to be the loved one of someone with cancer rather than the
person facing the illness themselves. Ultimately, Mallory explores the way trauma
and illness shapes relationships and how flawed we can become when placed under
immense pressure. This'story is an incredibly personal one as well. In 2016, my
partner at the time was diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, a type of blood
cancer that targets the body’s lymphatic system. Her time in the hospital and the
subsequent six months of treatment have become a deeply defined chapter in both
of our lives:Iln many ways, Mallory is my attempt at processing this catastrophic
event.and hopefully will allow others with a similar experience to do the same.



Synopsis

Scene | — A Hospital Waiting Room

The lights come up on a young couple, Brennan and Mallory, sitting in an
otherwise empty room. Brennan’s face is shocked, frozen in disbelief. His partner,
Mallory, sits next to him, doing her best to console him. They have just been,told
that Brennan may have cancer and are left to try to make sense of this news.
Brennan begins to break down as the reality of the situation sets in while Mallory
tries helplessly to comfort him.

Scene 2 — The Same Waiting Room

Mallory sits alone in a chair, reading everything sheican find about
Brennan’s cancer while he is undergoing surgery. Her close/friend, Loralei, enters
the room while Mallory is reading and offers to keep her company. Mallory catches
Loralei up on Brennan’s diagnoses. During their discussion, Loralei asks Mallory a
series of uncomfortable questions that deeply upset her. Loralei‘prepares to leave
but Mallory, more afraid of being alone than she is hurt, begs Loralei to stay.

Scene 3 — A Hospital Room

Brennan lies sleeping in a hospital bed. Mallory and Loralei sit near him,
waiting for him to wake up. Mallory absentmindedly hums a melody to ease
Brennan’s sleep. When he wakes, Mallory begins to check on him in earnest. Tired
and overwhelmed, Brennan tries to slow her down to no avail. In her zealousness,
Mallory upsets Brennan, provoking.ayfrustrated outburst. Loralei immediately
jumps to Mallory’s defense while Mallory‘apologizes for the misstep.

Scene 4 — The Waiting Room from Before

Mallory and Loralei sit together in the waiting room from earlier. Mallory
is still crying from her previousiinteraction with Brennan. She tearfully vents her
frustrations while Loralei listens and eagerly validates her perspective. Mallory,
again afraid of being alone with her thoughts, asks Loralei to stay the night in the
hospital. The moodshifts‘as Loralei takes advantage of Mallory’s vulnerable state
and kisses her.

Scene 5 — The Hospital Room

Theinext day, Mallory and Loralei visit Brennan in his room. Mallory sits by
herself in the corner of the room, wracked with guilt as Loralei positions herself
between Brennan and Mallory. Brennan, confused by this gesture, asks Mallory
what’s wrong. Loralei interjects before Mallory can answer and starts to berate
Brennan for hissbehavior earlier. The two of them start arguing about Mallory until
it escalates into a screaming match. Mallory finally interjects to stops the fight and
lashes outat Loralei because of her guilt. Loralei tries to de-escalate the situation
but missteps, sending Mallory into a panic and she doubles down, demanding that
Loralei'leave. Mallory sits off to the side and the lights dim.
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Piano/Vocal Score M a I I o ry

Scene | - A Hospital Waiting Room

Musig,and Libretto by
Nathaniel'Parks(2020)
The lights come up on a young couple, Brennan and Mallory, sitting in an
otherwise empty room. Brennan’s face is shocked, frozen in disbelief. His
partner, Mallory, sits next to him, doing her best to console him.They have
just been told that Brennan may have cancer and are left to try to make
sense of this news.
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12
SCENE 2 - The Same Waiting Room
(a short while later)
Mallory sits alone in a chair, reading everything she can find about
Brennan’s cancer while he is undergoing surgery.
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SCENE 5 - The Hospital Room
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(the next day)

The next day, Mallory and Loralei visit Brennan in his room. Mallory sits by herself
in the corner of the room, wracked with guilt as Loralei positions herself between

Brennan and Mallory.

4])-s6

_Au 4 (the lights come up)

P A D

#
P A D

o
hal

-
i OO -5V §

)

—
W A

.

f—
~~
o0 e

N

f—
~
L Wy A

#
P ]!

°
eoe_@

°
ol ol

2
=

>

o o0
i

/B SO

/|

#
o)
#

—
“Je #y K

rax

o) Hp

what's

ry,

lo
(811&)——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

—~~

.-‘-
e

-

oo
i —

L, dad—
‘E‘ ‘ t

Ipp N .y

-
o) Hp



45

Mallory

/1
/1

N

/1
/1
I/

Vi

Q
kS 3
*x

[T &

"®
Brennan?

you think

m
f==

J=80

B O G

do

What
ﬁ}‘\
n

#

"
"
"

)

At

<<t

#
P A D

Q
x
Q
Mg
S §
Q
x

kS 3
(9]
S 3
[y )
kS 3

@

%
} %
IV
%
%

#
7 —Hp
7 —Hg

#
p '’}

o)




Mallory

J=56

3J=80

Please

%

x

to her

- o

cruel

but

no - thing

been

You've

7 Hi o
#

4 Hr o

o)

bl =V ) )

FN

/-

e
)

o000 o
ol ol O

Py
\P
I
T

o oo
y o e
s 3

%

o o000
B el el O ol

-

oo
ol O

P A DR > W

33—

-l

#
P ATV )

56

24
4

/
./

[y
=@
[y )
1
—3

ks 3

a-ny-thing

you

80

54
4

on<t

14

does-n't owe

She

[

/

T Jg
=
@

S 3

p A )
#
p - V) )

rax
i
7

/A
s §

for

sor-ry

A
I 3

3

I'm

3

me Mal-lo-ry

to

%

S 3
talk
(87}&)——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

- IV )
b ot
ol

313 lorolH
A .P%
Q)
IAL.P
. "
.
_ L
IL.P\\\
A ces ~USY
™
mnv 1
Q <
[ o~ el
o f
i [l
—ve
- 'E
f
h - M
-
[ )
A % | JN
( i
QL % Pl
Tyl TSyl
[QG\%
o _
JA“UW__
u
_ L
NSy vy
= me
= v o
NG NO
B N



47

Mallory

YOH K N A~y
T T | - It
2 | .
“m W o W | ol —
” KY f
, Q] ” 8
| ﬁ.P%_
” N Rl \
L g ! 8 el _|o i
_ | A “e |0
QM < ,
s | (
| 9| =
o = [
| e
: ” y (BN i
i = | A=
fAe ” dai T F&/ -~
° e | | B ”
W Lm ﬁ (YN 3 [Ag
Lel Y NS
o 9
o L« R il
! e
! .Jm_ﬁ
” Y
~ ] - | [A! 1
Q .m m ﬁ.v
| e
| Q!
| A!.P
” L
1 ~1 ” J
ANAANE Ly ST Busa | ST Susu
m [ Yaui
, e
! 'Y
! 'Y
1 1 Aﬁ\l 7 ! 1
L JRRRY -
J__ -
(4 5 % j.v\l
NI ooy Seaul YK YN Sl
me = 1 = = m==
= v v v n v v v v vl
NG NG GN ~NGe N
~ ~
N ——N T ——
= s m

YN K YN YN Yo
NuEN A NuAN ]
| THRE Aﬁvww — ” [Al i~
.m ” ~ i |
I = -
o~
IIE ” .
| | m A ” QL _|'
| Y
L 3 | AP he) -\\
ﬁ = | A .v% 7
H t “ ” - IR 1l
E |n — ] 1 _|'1
e E | i f *h
a2 f
|
Tl ” % Svni
H 2 | N j
B | A Bz
it | it
H% ” A T H_wn
T g | % 7 I
(] . ~ I ™
% % O Q| pﬂm | QL o~ o~
v e AN oS B e YoS
<t b s i fni
i B o
. |
I (1 & ! (
|
Wl g
Q| m, ” QL
I I ” “ﬂm I
. 'Y
Ul g [A!.vwl
|
” (
”
o 3 o |
AURNE oy Susu Rusy | Runa Rusu
- - = e | n
o g o
|
¢
S
N I | ( N
| 4 Aw
|
|
N) m m\/
.ﬂ [\YH g % [ ¥
J3 < (O Seau (O o o
m== = = -3 o=
= v v fn v vl s v vl fm v v = v v
N NO N NG NG
) N
N —— T —
— s m




Mallory

48

on<t

<<t

3J=56
P’ 4 HJJ.4‘)

23

Q

S §

X

#
A > )

N -

s §

S 3

q

Q|

(1N

P IV ) )

)

27

— () 4

1 A
Q
(A~ S o
& ey
~
20 1
>.=m I,
A X N
e L:ﬁ
2 T
2
|
o
, |
|
” (18
|
” ol
| .J——
I Q|
=
£ TNe
|
>
5"
|
o«
|
|
| |
| QL
| (%
” Y
! Y
§
©
o [
-3 m=
v v = v v
o N
@
N ——N T —

|
W
TR T
™ NN \ NN
LIRE:
ﬁ E kv
i .7
[\ ~t
™ Syl \ (oY 2wl
e il
|m Ll
T g flaaung
ﬁ e
melll 2
W &
| QL
1 ul Syl \ [~Esul
E /
s < VR
l Syl (oY iaul
N
| = A0
i
Q
(e
| B =
= v fn v v fn v v
. @ n
——N T —



49

Mallory

=x

=x

"

)
{ YUAE 2 A‘ ~y
= rw XX
\ ﬁ (i 8
ﬂ O = e O
pol HE 3
1 _ |
Onl ﬁﬁ% 3 o~ g-._f
j 3 i
>
. Q] =]
~t % (1 m i~ 9
COT oot e oS Yo o
| . o] 5 .ﬁ
z z
=1
(5] .
= m X W
3 9
o i~
- %0 2 i
Y ] o i~ A”m“..
L)L)
L Y o
e = o e L
= © RS
([@\A g~ o s s Y o
N W
£
- £
=
Q
& I N
Hil 2 Hi
e B Il
T T T ™NOe
A H_
1 | v A
i vy A
| -
- me = me |
fm v vl = v v i v v v v s v v
NG NG 2 N
(}\I(
— =

39

A

K

r X

- Iq"

)]
[ ]
./
> 3

%
ks 3
./

=

au

"

=1

o @ @

a-ny more

this fight - ing

I can't take

both of you

x

"
"
"

o)
)
o)
el D




Mallory

50

—3—

Mal-lor - y...

83—

33—

Lo - ra - lei

him__a - lone

leave

you  just

won't

Why

I

_ () #

46

=

for you

to stand up

[ was try - ing

Qe

—

#

®

don't

I

it

This is-n't worth

()]
~

#
"

)
e):

S 3

Y

s §

#
g

46

A
*)

1 ] 1 |
3 B - x -
v o v o i v o s v o i v o
= N &N o BN N
) ~
S —N T —
— = [aa)




51

Mallory

2 au N [~eSw
J Q
A 1
)5
[\
/
<< e 2 Susy \
d J R
=
£
=
= 1
\E
>
<
AiM .9.
L ] il [ A
Qg ﬂ.e. .
[
Nt ooy w Su A _ \
m (W1 /9
<t N \ T A (A Sul Y o
(
MR
) s
I
-
S
[ 20 o
£
= .
| WJ § ]
I < p.mJ_
3
=
g
=
: S
c = =
m v T fm i v
. 2By < oo
cOJ/ UW / :OJ A J
N— N —
= m

NN NN N YR YR
] ] ] AUIMWU AUIMWU
I I
ON<T G K S et st
o o
oo
L
Erv SR
SN
<< = au au Nusy Nusy
~t
y
il u il NP Wiandiin
N <
] }\\
ON<T G K S S \ st
A,
B =
on<t o A al H ocsy
= - | 1 I2%F
= v X X n v vl
NG NG N NG &N
AY La)
N —— N —

L

M



please...

-

Mal - lor -y

=50

Mallory

%

x

/A
./

52

A )
#

P’ A D) )
il

o #

il 32V ) )

60

oo

%

©

[ &

)

LG

o) N il
” A
NI
Q[ 1 I \
A AT ”
On N R
ol ”
° Q| !
QN |
) %0 8
- 2l aul N
'\l W QL
™NOP NO» aul au A
ol 1 "SA|
e
[ YR ~t A ¢ N
Q| PIO
Q|
Q|
Q| p .PJW‘
G\ N YTy
e
((Sa)
e
S I
&
f
2
o
S S

64

I 3

mp

[y )
S §

P

ppp-p




53

Mallory

3 —

—_—

<<t

on<t

<<t

on<t

71

_ ) 4

./
s 3

hal

(ey
ANV
oJ

Please don't'do__ this

you or/ him

I can choose be-tween

sure

I'm not

I don't know

(/Qva)———————j

<<t

A<t

<t

%

e § oy

X
I/

(\B\

#
P IV )

71

)

bl O -V ) )

L

z
ik
o f=1
ﬁ 2
] & "
& E Ko
a0
- S = = iy
bl S
- o - S A
1 [Y
h A=
1
®
N 5 &r
[ Sil ul pu A
5 I
] |
s S o \ =
E L
p a ( ~
S
T p.mJ i
(
VoF
< 1
au NN
-~ | | .HMDN
N © . N
N— N —

M




Mallory

54

oo o oo Ii_. o
T R T (
V e " Ae
L w il H—
>
] Op L YHER W )
(=]
0 4 fq D A v v A A A
LT el - \a\ | o
L Jﬂ# g L
- e 2
S || _
S ILE T
] 5 o = ]
Q o <
¥ z
S ILE
oao kS
LML
L] o e\ \ [
AT e AR A ~ \ o
ey
| | |
A %v
\ O] o 2
NI oA Seaul oI Q ~eaul Y
o ) o
(¢
b
| - (<111,
(1@l © ) ." ol
= v v q .
A.v. | N .W ~t
I L) o I
W 3 | IR ], AN
o o ERN
o g o o
S q A A
m o = Pl
w. < 3 A=“/-
] < P /
= il < s AT
= m==
= v v v v = v n
N C N I G
L s m

[~ Y Y Sy [~ Y
T (1 _ il )
(I, =
»
b o — '\\\ n/m L“_l
'\ g ﬁ Y k= .
el T IRCHE! NE-t 1
- @ ° ﬁ R (L
i~ Ky g ool = b | [~
=
ol
N g -
W,. o \? vm Al
- B % | %
n ﬂMa NP o ﬂ\, )
et o o i G
p -~ Ah
=
= s ° £ ERN Mawaﬂ#
e 1Y T
(Y XY
(1 TY
" o " i —Te/|| |6 _
u rm o\
N Oe
So
¥ L 3= 7
LS
" m /\\ e L Y
W00 v 1o 10 a0 LD
=
[ o0
he) m A l‘g
] o~ o
T g ol 5 N
b 2 i &
~ 2 s
o (] 30
ik il 5 < el
M ) i~ " O | (e
b)
COT Ao q caul N ocaul
- B m== = me
X m i vl n vl v v
mn/ €ro < N - (o) N
S ——N T ——

L



55

Mallory

< <t

o<t

#
P A IV )

88
—

x

#
J o ©

./
s §

%

both of wus.____

for

is pain

you're caus-ing

=

S §

i OO - SV

)

What's go - ing on?

L
AN

o qc— o
> >\./

X
=
I/
=@

O

X
ks 3
I/

Fr—7r b

#
P A )

88

A

i OO -V
o

v

92

A~y o YN
I ] T (O
¥
1 1 o T v
k= V)
\ \
L | s e
LI
e
Ly _
' -
SR
Ag
0 & (RN
LIRS
e
I L3
m Oy li VO.. -
D 3
~ W e W \&
Tl | I \
1 I N v
\Jﬁ\
Mﬁ
AP\
1 1 1 (Y
M.
A 4] A @
Nusy Sy R S S
LT T il A'
[
1 1 | A#
A~y N A~y o
nan e W B ]
XOo  ONE N S
S —N T ——
— s m




Mallory

56

,\ s o o —— |
m Ol Onl Onl
I H LI
| 15 AR “ele
o €y S N
| 2
|
”
|
| RN m L]
| M ) o
COT oo O oy 34/
ﬁ |
! -
| TN ma ﬁ%-
|
|
Al e ! -
|
, _
e E NN
24 e A R Y S / \ Ao
, - - - 1l
|
I
|
| o E | m
| SIS o &
|
m g ~ \.9 Dl
~
| | |
H i i
~t
1 NB Aﬁi 1
ﬁ [ ImNE W
q
o
W e 2 Tw} 7 e%
( ()
CN<T oK oY Seay (oYH oI
m== = = m= =
fm v v = v v s v vl fm i vl s v vl
NI N N REIE N
(=% =3
N——N T —
= s m

a N o ol o
RN el
|
|
o
. o PSR
o 1
~00 @ D D ™D T~
7\ 1 1 1 T
| e e LY
B n n
g
S qa qQ
I (\) \
B
et 5 < < sy oo
—% ‘_ Bt 11 )
|
3
O
; S
o
ool e (e
e i i L
| ofe]e olefe
” [ [ ] [
|
S S
5], X
- | me me me
X X T fm i v v vl
NG NG N NG n
/ ~
o N———————
- = m



57

Mallory

on<t

on<t

109

ddifiintug

£

— PP

(o)
(o)

s 3
S 3

(0]
(0]

./
/A

7
#
b

A

bl 2V ) )

— () 4

109

L

on<t

on<t

“

115

X
./

o®.

o®;

J L0
109
10
i6
109

eLLL L R o

(0]
(0]
(0]

#
%
A > )
o) Hp o

)




Mallory

58

~e
i I N I
QL]
.
1 | ’ i heln
[ YEll
(Yl
OO orH N OO ccau N
N I N i ]
QL
<< st Nusy Sunu Nusy N
| I N I
Qlll
N I N I
Q-
CN<T vosH e O GO e
)
” o
” ~
N I N ”
|
=Rl [
e
Sl
1] 1T T NOP
”
- - - ” DY ool
|
N
% ([ YREN N i~
<<t e Susal Susul N Susa
p=e == = B p=e
= v v = i s vi v v v s v v
N N B NGe o
S —N T ——
— s m



